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most rhythmically true, the most harmoniously proportioned. The heaven-born lightning's flash was only a dazzling, blinding, destructive fire, till science conducted, regulated, guided it, and made it an instrument of far-spreading light and intelligence.
The distinguishing feature, the mark and the test of genius is, that it strikes out a novelty which it establishes as a truth ; that is, it originates, it creates a new truth, a new law, whether in science or art. Talent makes the best application possible, of the inventions of genius: genius makes the discovery, and talent works the patent.
It is not stage-struck enthusiasm that carries a youth to the top of the tree : that usually evaporates before its owner has got half way up; or the weak flame is put out by the rubs and hard knocks it receives. Stage-struck heroes are only good at the start: they want bottom for a long race, and
tc Like horses hot at hand Make gallant show and promise of their mettle, But when they should endure the hloody spur They fall their crests, and like deceitful jades Sink in the trial.57
The great honors of the buskin (I do not speak of mere transient, ephemeral, spasmodic eclats of success) have been won by men who earnestly devoted themselves to the study of their art, conscientiously and perseveringly mastering its principles, sounding its depths, and drawing out its harmonies with nature and humanity, and its bearing on the philosophy of life ; and, to that end, have sharpened and brightenedon one model.    To put any man's livery on or
